         LMHS TSA Chapter [image: image1.jpg]TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION [&)




Student Application and Contract

Please Print Neatly! 

Name: ________________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________New to LM-TSA? Yes     No 
Grade: ____  Advisor’s Name: __________________Advisor’s Room: __________
This application must be submitted to Mr. Piotrowski by the stated deadline on his eboard. This is a very strict deadline! No applications for membership will be accepted after this date. 

Applying for membership in TSA is a 3-step process.

Step One: Attend the first TSA meeting in September. At this meeting you will be required to register online within the deadline. Registering online is not a guarantee of membership into TSA. 
Step Two: All potential members (new and old) must complete this entire application/contract and submit it to Mr. Piotrowski by a stated deadline on his eboard. No applications/contracts will be accepted after this stated deadline. Advisors will evaluate the applications and contact any students who may not be eligible for club membership in October. Due to the high level of interest in our TSA chapter, a capping procedure may be used. 
Step Three: Students who have successfully made it to “Step Three” will be given the official TSA organization permission/membership forms. All of these forms and a check for $370.00 must be submitted to Mr. Piotrowski by the deadline stated on his eboard. Checks should be written out to “LMHS.” This fee pays for regional and state TSA conferences (lodging and food) and a club t-shirt. If you require financial assistance, please have your parent/guardian contact Mr. Piotrowski. Other than cancellation of a TSA conference, reimbursement is not available. 
Students who have successfully accomplished all three steps listed above will be permitted to join the LMHS TSA chapter/club. Please note that all TSA members are required to take at least one Technology Education course during their four years of high school. This is a requirement from the national TSA. 

TSA Application continued

Please answer the following questions:

1. Why do you want to join LM-TSA?

2. What other after school or weekend activities do you participate in that may conflict with your involvement in TSA?

3. The regional TSA conference will be on a February 11th, 2012 at Strayer Middle School in Quakertown, Pennsylvania with a snow date on February 25th, 2012. Will you be able to attend?

4. The state TSA conference will be from April 18th-21st 2012 at Seven Springs Resort in Seven Springs, Pennsylvania and will involve you missing three days of school and a Saturday. Given this fact will you be able to attend the state TSA conference?

5. The national TSA conference will take place from June 21st-25th 2012 in Nashville, Tennessee during the summer and you will miss the first day of summer school.  It will cost you approximately $600.00. If you qualify for the national TSA conference are you interested in attending? 

6. Have you previously been a member of a TSA chapter? 

7. If you answered “yes” to the question above, what events did you compete in and how did you do?  Also what events are you interested in?

8. If you have been a member of TSA before, describe a memorable TSA experience, or an experience, which enabled you to grow in some manner. (Please take your time on this question.)
9. Do you have any experiences outside of school related to Science, Technology, Engineering, Design, etc.? 
10. Please ask your parents/guardians if they would be willing to support our TSA chapter in any of the following ways and circle any they are willing to help out with. 

· Donate financially to the club

· Provide food for TSA meetings

· Mentor students with TSA events

· Chaperone club meetings

· Purchase candy and other goods

· Volunteer time with the Booster Club

Important Facts, Expectations, and Requirements to Know About the LMHS TSA Chapter

1. Competing this document does not guarantee membership in our TSA chapter.

2. Membership will be revoked for poor attendance at club meetings. You must attend at least 75% of club meetings throughout the school year (until states in April). 

3. Membership may be revoked for inappropriate behavior at club meetings and/or conferences.

4. Membership will be revoked for inability to demonstrate work done on one’s project. This includes failure to turn in a project, not complete a part of the on site component, and failure to demonstrate progress during the “show and tell” meetings throughout the year.

5. Attendance at the national conference is not guaranteed. 

6. Attendance at conferences is determined by meeting attendance and participation. “Participation” is defined by numbers 7 & 8 below. 

7. Club members are required to participate in fundraising activities for the club.

8. Club members are required to participate in at least one community service project.

9. Transcript credit is not guaranteed by membership. 

10.  Students must follow all TSA & LMSD rules while attending a conference. In addition, students are responsible for costs of damage to hotel property during a conference. 

11. Advisors reserve the right to exclude a student from a field trips or conference if the student has shown that they are a behavior risk. 

12. Students must meet all club requirements and attend mandatory club meetings in order to attend field trips and receive club credit.

13. All students are required to attend all TSA and chapter meetings during conferences. Failure to attend these meeting or showing up late will put club membership and transcript credit at risk.

14. A student attending the regional or state conference must actively participate in two events at the regional conference and three events at the state conference. 

15. In order to attend a conference, a student must have his or her TSA projects completed one week before competition.

16. If a student is unable to complete one of his or her TSA projects, the student must inform the advisors one month before the conference.

17. All students will be required to turn in written documentation and photo documentation of their events to the current chapter Historian for the purposes of teaching future members about the events. These mandatory “turn-ins” will occur after regionals, states, and before nationals. 

18. Lateness to conference meetings is inexcusable. If a student misses his or her competitive event or skips a meeting, he or she will not be allowed to attend competitions for the rest of the school year, and membership in the club will be revoked. 

19. After the due date for conference paperwork, advisors will be unable to refund the conference fee if a student cannot attend the conference.

20. Students who participate in other clubs and sports are discouraged to join TSA if their participation in these other clubs/sports will cause them not to be able to participate fully in TSA (attend club meetings, complete events, attend conferences/competitions, fundraising, and community service projects). 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________
Parent Signature: ____________________________________________
Lower Merion High School Technology & Engineering CIub

Behavioral Expectations for Field Trips

Although it is impossible for advisors to foresee all the potential behaviors that need to be avoided when traveling with the club, this document is an attempt to address some of the obvious, not so obvious and taken for granted behaviors that need to be addressed to ensure the safety and welfare of all students, parents, and advisors. In general terms, students should act in mature and responsible manner to avoid harm and inappropriate activities that may have a negative impact on themselves, others, and the club as a whole. Violating these rules/expectations may lead to suspension and/or dismissal from club membership, school discipline, and being sent home from a conference at the parent's expense.

General Rules/Expectations:

l. All school rules as described in the LMHS student hand book must be followed.

2. All rules as stated and TSA must be followed. TSA rules are stated on the TSA permission slip and the TSA web site. 

3. Students are expected to demonstrate behavior that is consistent with their full awareness that they represent our school, our club, and their families.

Specific rules/expectations for club competitions/field trips:

This list is not all encompassing, but attempts to take into consideration student safety, an environment that promotes success and the spirit of appropriate behavior at all times.

1. Students are expected to attend all chapter/club/team meetings. These meetings often serve the purpose of distributing announcements and attendance. In the rare exception that a student cannot attend a meeting, he/she needs to contact an advisor in advance.

2. Students must remain on the premises that are designated by the advisors. This may be a hotel, competition building, amusement park, and/or physical property defined by the advisors. This rule exists for the safety of students and for the fact that advisors are responsible for the whereabouts of all students at all times.

3. No alcohol or drugs may be purchased or used when traveling to, from, and during club competitions and events.

4. Male and female students may not be in the same hotel room or undesignated private area un-chaperoned for any reason. The advisors understand that purely platonic relationships exist within the club; however for the safety of students and potential risks this rule exists. If males and females need to work on an on-site event together, and the materials and or technology needed (such as video editing) is in the opposite gender’s room, they MUST get consent to work together directly from the advisor. 

5. Students are expected not to exhibit inappropriate public displays of affection. The "Six Inch Rule" should guide all students whether they are dating or not. It is understandable that a celebratory hug may occur; however intentional affection is not acceptable when students are away on field trips with the club.

6. Students are expected to remain in their rooms at designated times (i.e.: bed check).

They should not leave their rooms unless it is an emergency An “emergency" is defined as having to do with one's health. The "I just need to..." statements are not acceptable 

for leaving the room at bed check.

7. Students should keep their language appropriate at all times. Appropriate language is defined as language that one would use in a professional setting, church, synagogue, and/or pre-school environment.

8. All students are required to use the "buddy system" when instructed to by their advisors. Examples of required buddy system is when students are not directly involved in their events – meaning leisure time, meal time, or when students choose to walk around a hotel or designated area around a hotel/conference center. 

Student's Signature: 

I have read this document, understand its content, and will abide by all of the stated rules and expectations.

___________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Parent's Signature:

I have read this document, understand its content and will encourage my son/daughter to abide by its stated rules and expectations.

___________________________________________________ Date: _____________

Student Contract for Membership in TSA

As a member of the LMHS TSA chapter, I will: 

· Attend at least 75% of all TSA meetings.

· Attend all of the full-chapter meetings (such as the school year startup meeting and pre-competition meetings) unless there are extenuating circumstances.

· Contribute to fundraisers and community service activities to an extent that meets a member’s fair share of the work.

· Be a reliable contact, check my email at least every other day, and reply to emails when necessary.

· Report to advisors or event facilitators if asked. 
· During field trips and conferences, follow all LMHS and TSA rules. 
· During field trips and conferences, attend all chapter meetings, conference sessions, and my competitive events. 
· Be on time for club meetings at school as well as all meetings/events during conferences. 

· Contribute my fair share of work to my TSA events. “Fair share” meaning that my teammates are not having to carry your load of work. 

· Not play computer games or waste time during club meetings. 
· For on-site events, start practicing, researching, and learning as soon as the events are assigned. 

· Inform the head club advisor as soon as possible if I don’t think I can complete my TSA events. 
· Participate fully in event show and tells. 

· Turn in event documentation to the historian (via email) after the regional and state conference and prior to the national conference. 

· Understand that the option to go to a regional, state, or national conference is a privilege and may depend on whether I meet the club requirements, whether I qualify for a certain level of competition, the amount of work I put into my TSA projects, and my behavior and attitude during the school year.

· Understand that my membership in the club is at risk if I fail to meet expectations regarding projects, attendance, and behavior.

· Do my best to produce high-quality, professional work. 

· Do my best to learn from my experience in TSA and from my projects. 

· Make schoolwork a higher priority than TSA.

· Exude Gracious Professionalism. 

· Support the work of others in the club. 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: __________

· I understand that my child is committing to attending TSA meetings, participating in TSA projects, and contributing to fundraising, community service, and club-related activities.

· I understand that payment for trips and conferences need to be made on time and cannot be refunded once submitted for lodging, travel, and conference fees.

· I have read this entire document and I am aware of the rules, expectations, and requirements of club membership. 

Parent Signature: 
_________________________________________________ Date: ________________

*Due to extreme interest in TSA in the past, we are expecting to have to cap the club.  If for some reason you are not chose please consider staying in the Tech Club family by joining DAWGMA, our robotics club.  Please contact Jordan Weinstein at jweinstein93@gmail.com for more information.

